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Goora Gan Steiner
School Students
plant Pandanus trees
at Agnes Water

Our Future is in Good Hands!
The most enthusiastic learners and changemakers
in our community are often some of our youngest.
Delegates attending the opening session
of the inaugural 2019 Australian Biosphere
Conference earlier this year were inspired by
some outstanding presentations by students from
Bundaberg’s Reef Guardian schools and Tinana
State School’s Sustainability Program. More than
100 impeccably behaved students impressed
delegates with their appreciation of ecological
challenges and were then impressed in turn
by a personal audience with ABC’s ‘Gardening
Australia’ host Costa Georgiadis.
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the history of the lungfish from 380million year
old fossil records and emphasised the uniqueness
of this species and importance of its continued
monitoring and conservation. Rumour has it that
kayak traffic on the Mary River has increased since
Ben’s visit!
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This year, BMRG’s Communication and
Engagement officer Ben Galea has been taking
every opportunity to get out amongst our region’s
schools and share his passion for natural resource
management.

As part of the Queensland Government’s Climate
Week initiative, Ben also participated in Goora
Gan Steiner School’s tree planting afternoon at
Agnes Water. Students, teachers and parents
planted an area of Pandanus trees (a showy
endemic species which has experienced a 50%
decline along Queensland’s South East coastline)
in front of their school. Ben led the tree planting
and presented an interactive lesson on the
beach about the evolution of our precious marine
species, including giant sharks, migratory whales
and ancient seashells.

Ben was invited by Bundaberg State High School
to speak to its Year 9 cohort about the impacts
of natural disasters on Australian plants and
animals. Ben stepped students through a number
of examples, ranging from shorebirds to flood
ravaged mangroves and linked these to BMRG’s
current work in our river and wetland ecosystems.

BMRG also sponsored the “Cleaner Greener
Schools competition” - an initiative of Stephen
Bennett MP, Member for Burnett, aimed at
promoting sustainability within schools and
the broader community. Congratulations to all
participants, particularly the winning Bargara
State School !

Another call came from Year 4 students at Tinana
State School who were learning about the life
cycle of our region’s iconic lungfish! Ben explained

Ben has a busy schedule ahead, representing
BMRG as the CSIRO Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) professional for St
Joseph’s Primary School
in Bundaberg as well as
other ambassadorial roles.

Ben Galea with Tinana
State School students

BMRG is proud to be
supporting our region’s
schools and would love
to hear from teachers and
students alike about any
opportunities to work with
our future natural resource
managers!
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“Natural Resource Management
is a peoples game.”

Welcome to the Burnett Mary Regional Group’s
(BMRG’s) Spring Newsletter for 2019.
The aim of this new quarterly newsletter is to inform
our community of the many exciting natural resource
management (NRM) projects and related activities
that BMRG is undertaking throughout our vast and
diverse region. None of these projects would be
possible without the continued support of Federal
and State governments and our many partners and I
thank them for their ongoing commitment.
An exciting recent development has been the
formation of Outback to Reef Alliance between
BMRG, Desert Channels Queensland (DCQ) and
Fitzroy Basin Authority (FBA). Outback to Reef
Alliance builds on the close alliance that already
exists between the three organisations and its aim
is greater efficiencies and better capacity across our
organisations in delivering NRM outcomes across
approximately 42% of Queensland’s land mass.
A working group, consisting of the three
organisations’ Chairs and CEOs, will develop a set
of recommendations for the formation of a set of
arrangements which will deliver to the joint regions:
• increased profile
• better land manager engagement
• increased investment
• more efficient and effective delivery and
• more effective NRM policy input.
The Chairs of Outback to Reef Alliance partnering
organisations emphasise that the decision to form
Outback to Reef Alliance is about building on
what already exists in the collective region and
not replacing it. Building the capacity of natural
resource managers to sustainably manage their
natural resources will be core to the development
of Outback to Reef Alliance. This will be achieved
by maintaining and enhancing existing regional and
local presence and allowing local people to have
significant influence over the issues that matter
most to them or affect their community.
Natural Resource Management is a ‘peoples’
game. Outback to Reef Alliance will be built around
meaningful partnerships with local communities
and other NRM stakeholders. Through these
partnerships, communities and stakeholders will be
able to respond better to rapidly changing business,
political and climate environments.
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The Boards of BMRG, DCQ and FBA are looking to
Outback to Reef Alliance to provide efficiencies in project
and organisation running costs which is essential in
maximising the level of investment in on-ground activities.
This, coupled with sustained funding, will provide
continuity of services including delivering programs,
projects and products on an ongoing basis.
The development of the operational arrangements for
Outback to Reef Alliance will not be rushed, as the
Boards want to ensure that their communities, partners
and staff are well engaged in the formation process. The
Boards have set an indicative timeframe of July 2021 for
the new set of arrangements to be fully operational. All
stakeholders will be kept informed during this process.
On other fronts, BMRG has been busy managing a range
of projects funded under the Australian Government’s
5-year Regional Land Partnerships and the Queensland
Government’s 4-year Natural Resource Investment
Program. Through these programs, we are delivering
on-ground improvements to our landscapes and
watercourses and the many communities and ecosystems
that depend on them.
I am particularly proud of the work BMRG is doing with
our region’s schools and am constantly inspired by the
passion and commitment of teachers and students in
protecting and enhancing our natural environment.
I trust you enjoy reading our newsletter and look forward
to sharing many more success stories.

Tony Ricciardi

CEOs and Team Members
from BMRG, DCQ and FBA

CHAIR

Participants at the Regional Integrated
Science Forum in Bundaberg

From Paddock to the Reef – Integration is the Key!
Every year, BMRG hosts a regional integrated science
forum to present the latest research and findings regarding
the health of the Great Barrier Reef (the Reef).
This year’s forum has been hailed as the most successful
forum to date with almost 80 participants gathering in
Bundaberg’s Multiplex Centre for a day of informative and
interactive sessions.
The Great Barrier Reef (the Reef) is recognised as a
national treasure throughout Australia and overseas. Its
value is estimated at $56 billion. It supports 64,000 jobs and
contributes $6.4 billion annually to the Australian economy.
The Australian and Queensland governments continue
to commit significant funds to protecting the Reef, with
an unprecedented level of investment into improving
water quality. The Reef 2050 Water Quality Improvement
Plan 2017-2022 guides how industry, government and the
community will work together to improve the quality of
water flowing to the Reef. The Paddock to Reef Integrated
Monitoring, Modelling and Reporting Program (Paddock
to Reef program) provides the framework for evaluating
and reporting progress towards Reef 2050 Water Quality
Improvement Plan targets.

The regional integrated science forum brings together
scientists, modelers, extension officers, government
agencies and industry representatives to share ideas and
discuss ways of improving the Paddock to Reef program
and its promotion to the broader community.
BMRG’s Land and Water Program Manager, Cathy Mylrea
said she was thrilled with the day. “All presentations were
of a high standard,” Cathy said, “and participants relished
the opportunity to ask questions of the experts during
panel and roundtable sessions. We still have a lot of work
to do to achieve the Reef 2050 Water Quality targets for
the Burnett Mary region, but workshop participants were
optimistic that together, we are taking steps in the right
direction.”
Cathy thanked all forum participants and said the working
group was looking forward to an even bigger and better
forum in 2020!
The Paddock to Reef program is jointly funded by the
Australian and Queensland governments. Further
information on the program and other government
initiatives relating to the Reef, are available at
www.reefplan.qld.gov.au

Free Gully Erosion Guide
After more than 35 years working with Queensland
landholders and soil scientists tackling the impacts of soil
erosion, soil conservation officer, John Day, knows his silts
from his sands. Together with long-time colleague Bob
Shepherd from Charters Towers, John has now compiled
his vast experience and knowledge into a practical, easyto-understand guide for landholders, titled “Gully Erosion –
Options for Prevention and Rehabilitation”.
John says that the guide draws on the experiences of the
many men and women who worked in the Queensland
Soil Conservation Service from the late 1950s to early
2000s as well as recent local experiences. “Over the last
five years”, says John, “BMRG has supported more than 50
soil rehabilitation projects ranging from small gullies and
stream banks to broadacre cropping land. The monitoring
and evaluation of this five-year program has provided much
of the visual content of the guide which includes construction
methods and case studies.”
More than 40 landholders recently attended two separate
launches of the guide to see first-hand some of the projects
overseen by John and hear his commentary on the various
rehabilitation techniques applied. The first launch, supported

by BMRG and the Burnett Catchment
Care Association and hosted by the
Wixon family at Boompa, provided
two successful examples of gully
erosion rehabilitation. The second
launch, supported by BMRG and
the South Burnett Grazing Network,
was jointly hosted by Peter Gemmell
and Bernard Ziebarth and provided an excellent
opportunity to compare recent and established projects.
Hard copies of the guide are freely available from BMRG
offices at Bundaberg and Wondai and from various
agribusiness, Landcare and Catchment Care groups
throughout the region. A digital copy of the guide is also
available on BMRG’s website: https://www.bmrg.org.au
The publication of the guide was a Reef Trust III project. The
Reef Trust Phase III: Reef Alliance ‘Growing a Great Barrier
Reef’ project is a partnership between agricultural industry,
regional NRM bodies and facilitated by the Queensland
Farmers’ Federation (QFF), with a common goal of securing
the future health of the Great Barrier Reef. The Reef Alliance
Program is funded by the Australian Government Reef Trust.
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John Day Addresses Participants
at the Kumbia Launch

A Helping Hand for Susan River and the Great Sandy Strait
The Burnett Mary’s Great Sandy Strait Ramsar Site
(GSS Ramsar site) is recognised as one of the world’s
great wetland systems – it was designated under the
Ramsar Convention* as a Wetland of International
Significance in 1999.
Situated partially within and between the Fraser Island
World Heritage Area and the mainland coast, the GSS
Ramsar site covers 93,160 ha and supports a large diversity
of wetland flora and fauna including the highest counts
worldwide of the endangered Eastern Curlew. Fresh water
is delivered to the site from a 1.25 million ha catchment via
the Mary and Susan Rivers, the Cooloola sand mass and a
network of small coastal streams.
The GSS Ramsar site’s ecological character is facing
unprecedented challenges resulting from land
management practices throughout its catchments.
Sediment carried via the Mary and Susan Rivers has been
identified as a key threat to the site.

With funding from the Queensland Government’s Natural
Resource Investment Program (NRIP), BMRG is currently
collaborating with several partner organisations including
the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee and the
Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation, on two major projects aimed
at reducing sediment loads in the Mary River and mitigating
their impact on the ecological character of the GSS Ramsar site.
The projects incorporate several innovative measures
including improved land management practices, streambank
rehabilitation, feral pig and weed control and restorative
plantings of native vegetation. Community engagement and
education are integral to this work and project officers will be
working closely with community groups and landholders on a
range of capacity-building and training activities.
* The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is the
intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for the conservation
and wise use of wetlands and their resources. The Convention was
adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 1975.

Wonderful Wetlands
Wetlands play a critical role in our environment, economy
and livelihoods. They have many functions from reducing
floods to producing clean water and food for humans,
industry and agriculture. They provide important habitat
for many animals and plants. Wetlands are the great
‘connectors’ across our landscape providing places for
our enjoyment and relaxation.
Regardless of whether you are doing a school or university
assignment, managing a wetland or undertaking
research, you will find a wealth of information here at the
Queensland Government’s WetlandInfo site.
WetlandInfo is a first-stop-shop for wetland information
providing a range of tools and resources to assist with the
sustainable management of wetlands.
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Information is provided by a range of stakeholders, including
federal, state and local governments, regional natural
resource management bodies, research institutions and
other reliable sources.
TAKE THE WETLANDINFO TOUR TODAY AT

https://wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/

G’day from our RALFs

BMRG’s Ben Galea with Allan Mahoney, Global
Sales & Distribution Manager at Greensill Farming

Ryan Trott and Dominique Glasgow are BMRG’s
Regional Agriculture Facilitators. As locals to the
region, Ryan and Dominique both have great passion
for working at the grassroots of agriculture.
Their shared RALF role is funded through the federal
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources and
is part of the new Regional Land Partnerships (RLP),
funded through the National Landcare Program.
The RALFs are responsible for delivering a range of
services to support farmers, agricultural industries and
community groups in adopting innovative sustainable
agriculture practices. They also facilitate partnerships
to address common agricultural issues by:

“Sweet” Approach
to Turtle Conservation

• engaging with groups about emerging ideas, climate
change activities, on-farm biosecurity and chemicals
management, innovative practices and relevant new
government policy to help improve the sustainability,
productivity and profitability of agriculture.

It may have a dangerous sounding name, but the White-throated
snapping turtle is in fact one of Queensland’s endangered animals.
Only recognised as a separate species in 2006, this freshwater turtle is
the largest of the snapping turtles, growing up to 420mm in length, and
is found only in the Burnett, Mary, Fitzroy and Raglan rivers.

• assisting farmers, community groups and agricultural
industries to develop new projects and seek new
funding opportunities.

Populations of these turtles have been steadily aging over the last
several decades because of an inadequate recruitment of young
turtles. Nest trampling by cattle and egg predation by foxes, feral pigs
and goannas are the primary causes of this unprecedented decline.

• participating in national and state-wide
‘Communities of Practice’ to better understand
complex issues, improve networks and help develop
solutions for national priorities.
Ryan and Dominique have been working closely with
Landcare, catchment and producer groups and the
various agricultural industries throughout the region
to deliver these services. They are particularly keen
to identify opportunities for support and funding that
may be available through BMRG programs or other
organisations, link groups with information or services
and assist with funding submissions. .
To address the large geographical range of our
region, Ryan will be based in our Bundaberg office
and work predominately with groups in the North
Burnett, Baffle, Kolan, Fraser Coast and Bundaberg
areas. Dominique is based in Wondai and works with
groups in the South Burnett, Gympie Region, Mary
Valley and Noosa Hinterland areas.
Our RALFs would love to hear from any Landcare or
community groups who wish to access their services.

PLEASE PHONE
Ryan - 0429 144 492 or
Dominique - 0468 830 399
any time to have a chat.

Now, thanks to a joint project between the Burnett Mary Regional
Group (BMRG) and Fitzroy Basin Authority (FBA), our snappy little
friends are being given a chance to fight back. The project included
feral animal control, weed removal and treatment, cattle exclusion
fencing and installation of predator exclusion devices in priority turtle
nesting areas along the Burnett River.
Two Bundaberg businesses, Bundaberg Sugar and Greensill Farming
Group contributed to the project by kindly donating molasses and
sweet potatoes – a sweet and heady mix for luring and trapping feral
pigs! The Gidarjil Development Corporation, the Department of Natural
Resources Mines and Energy and local landholders have also worked
with BMRG to identify nest sites and carry out on-ground protection
activities.
BMRG’s project manager Nick Maclean says that this collaborative
approach is vital to the success of such projects. “The protection
and conservation of our endangered species is a community-wide
responsibility”, says Nick, “and the support and enthusiasm of the
Burnett Mary community is greatly appreciated”. BMRG will closely
monitor the results of this project and is confident of a sweet outcome
that the White-throated snapping turtle has long been craving.
To see a White-throated Snapping Turtle up close, drop into Alexandra
Park zoo to meet ‘Alby’, the zoos most recent reptilian arrival. For
more information on this and other endangered species, visit the
Department of Environment and Science website:
https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife

A turtle’s shell is actually part of
its skeleton. It’s made up of over
50 bones which include the
turtle’s rib cage and spine.

White-throated
Snapping Turtle
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Before - Major Riverbank Damage
caused by 2013 Flood Event

The Burnett Fights Back
The record flood and tornado events that struck the
Bundaberg Region in January 2013 had a massive
impact on people who were already vulnerable from
the 2010/11 flood events. The natural disaster was brutal
and left emotional and physical scarring still carried by
our region’s communities and landscapes.
All levels of government were quick to respond to
the disaster with a range of funding and remediation
assistance. In June 2013, with funding from the
Queensland Government, BMRG began a major flood
recovery project aimed at restoring riparian zones of
the Burnett and Kolan Rivers that were destroyed by
the flood. An estimated 47 million tonnes of sediment
were displaced over 304km of degraded riverbanks and
remediation works included earthworks, revegetation,
stock exclusion fencing and weed control to encourage
natural regeneration and improve land management.
Five years on in April this year, BMRG coordinated a tour of
project sites to see first-hand the progress of flood recovery
works. Technical experts who were involved in various
components of the project were on-hand as tour guides
to provide their perspectives. Joel Hodge, Peter Wilson,
John Fourro and Brad Crosbie were all appreciative of the
opportunity to see the fruits of their labour and impressed at
how well the river’s natural processes are continuing to assist
with its recovery.
In addition to this project, the Queensland Reconstruction
Authority (QRA), local governments and state agencies have
successfully completed the Burnett Catchment Flood Resilience
Strategy to provide a consistent and coordinated approach to
management flood risk across the four Local Government areas
within the Burnett Catchment. The strategy aims to ‘change the
game’ in how to reduce flood risk and strengthen the resilience
of individuals, communities, the economy and the environment.
We all hope that we don’t see another event like Ex-Tropical
Cyclone Oswald for some time to come, but if we do, our
community and natural systems will now be better prepared!
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A gram of fertile soil can contain

5,000 species of bacteria

The Grass is Greener - on the Riparian
Side of the Blisses’ Fence

Electrifying!!!

Jim Cross Demonstrates his new electric fencing
app to Soil Conservation Officer, John Day

The use of electric fencing by graziers is becoming
increasingly popular due to its ability to effectively manage
stock at a fraction of the cost of conventional fencing.
Electric fencing is particularly effective as subdivisional
fencing for rotational grazing and at excluding stock from
riparian zones. Improvements in technology also enable
remote monitoring and management of electric fences.
With funding from the Australian Government and in
partnership with the Burnett Catchment Care Association
(BCCA), BMRG has assisted a number of graziers
throughout the inland Burnett with implementing electric
fencing on their property.
These projects were run in collaboration with JVA Electric
Fencing, a Queensland based company who focus on
delivering high quality electric fencing products. BCCA
project officers worked closely with landholders to
establish their projects which all focused on improving
ground cover levels, soil health and pasture condition and
erosion resilience.
The RALF team recently visited with a couple of
participating landholders to get some feedback on the
success of their fencing projects.
Landholders Jim and Jenny Cross, who have a grazing
operation at Kumbia, installed a JVA Electric Fencing
system and remote monitoring station. They use the
electric fencing to subdivide their paddocks as part of
an overall holistic grazing approach. The subdivision
has created more paddocks and increased the number
of rotations and carrying capacity of their block. The
monitoring station enables Jim to monitor the status of the
fence and operate it from anywhere in the world with a
simple press of a key on his mobile phone.

Aside from Jim’s button addition, the Crosses are very happy
with their new fencing system and appreciate the ongoing
support from BCCA and JVA Electric Fencing.
Steve and Robyn Bliss have a grazing operation at
Maidenwell and also participated in an electric fencing
project. They installed a new exclusion fence to keep
cattle from the riparian zone of the creek that runs through
their block. The JVA system incorporates a solar panel
that charges a deep cycle sealed lead acid battery and an
energiser that runs off the battery. The screen face indicates
instantaneous fence voltage, stored energy and battery
voltage. It is an uncomplicated system that works perfectly
Steve and Robyn’s requirements.
They are happy with
the system’s ease of
operation and how
well it has improved
the groundcover,
pasture condition
and overall soil nd
condition of the
riparian zone.

Cattle move their jaws about

40,000
times a day

The application also monitors the voltage in each line,
instantly alerting Jim and Jenny to any potential problems
or faults. Jim says, “The only downfall, is all that control in
the palm of your hands can become addictive!”.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Milbi Festival
Bundaberg, 15th – 24th November 2019

This new festival is being developed to mark the beginning of the
turtle season. Through an arts and culture framework, the festival will
provide a range of opportunities for artists, arts and community
organisations to get involved.
Details can be found at:
https://www.whatsonbundaberg.com.au/milbifestival

How can we help you?
Get in touch with us
to find out more!

"Shed Full of Knowledge"
Oasis Motel, Kingaroy
6:00pm – 8:45pm, 25 October 2019

AgForce will be informing producers about the recent updates to
protected plants mapping, reef regulations and the implications
for producers.
For further information, Ph: 0427 144 298

AgVention
Kandanga Farm Store
10:00am – 4:00pm, 25 October 2019

Showcasing innovation, invention and ideas - AgVention is a field
day like no other! This inaugural event is bringing together an
incredible array of people and organisations from both the local area
and as far away as Silicon Valley. Anyone interested in food production,
agri-innovation and the future of farming are encouraged to come.
Tickets available here:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/agvention-2019-tickets-68568336741

Wide Bay Burnett Regional Economic
Development Growth Forum
Gympie Civic Centre, 33/34 Mellor St, Gympie,
9:30am – 2:45pm, 7th November 2019

This FREE event will highlight industry achievements from leading
regionally based businesses and provides an excellent opportunity
for business, industry and leaders to come together and showcase the
region’s achievements with a focus on innovation, exports, emerging opportunities
and networking.
For more information:
https://www.facebookcomtheWideBayRegionalEconomicGrowthForum/

Mary River Festival
Kandanga Community Reserve – 9 November 2019

Bringing the community together to celebrate the wealth and
abundance that the river brings to the region, the Mary River
Festival has a massive program including: drama, music, art, fun,
education, environmental discussions and displays.
Get involved: Ph 0411 443 589

Noosa Biosphere Celebration Day
Kin Kin Hall, Main St, Kin Kin – 17 November 2019

A community celebration. Loads of fun and activities including
entertainment for all ages, bush dancing, painting, crafts, raffles
& prizes. There will be cafe and food stalls, market
stalls & information stalls. Information stalls include Landcare,
Country Noosa Inc, Noosa Integrated Catchment Association, Noosa
Community Biosphere Association, Permaculture Noosa, Mary River Catchment
Coordinating Committee, Q Koala Crusaders and Boomerang Bags.
For more information,
Ph: 0419 000 145 or go to: http://www.countrynoosa.com/
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PO Box 501
Bundaberg Qld 4670
E: admin@bmrg.org.au
BUNDABERG
193 Bourbong Street
Bundaberg Qld 4670
Telephone: 07 4181 2999
WONDAI
32 Bramston Street
Wondai Qld 4606
Telephone: 07 4169 0720

Connect with us online:
FACEBOOK

bmrg4nrm
INSTAGRAM

bmrg4nrm
YOU TUBE

BMRG 4NRM

Share your photos
of the region with us!
#bmrg4nrm
#weareallconnected

Need more information?
Visit our website!
www.bmrg.org.au

