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Welcome to the Burnett Mary Regional 
Group’s (BMRG’s) Summer Newsletter 
for 2021. The aim of this newsletter is 
to inform our community of the many 
exciting natural resource management 
(NRM) projects and related activities 
that BMRG is undertaking throughout 
our vast and diverse region. None 
of these projects would be possible 
without the continued support of 
Federal and State governments and 
our many partners and we thank them 
for their ongoing commitment.

It has been a busy Summer for BMRG 
staff with new projects starting and 

others coming to an end. Some 
excellent milestones have been 
reached recently including the most 
well attended Regional Integrated 
Science Forum to date, setting up 
the BMRG Junior Advisory Group 
and being selected to run the 
Carbon + Biodiversity pilot program 
in Queensland. We are so proud of 
the achievements of our staff and 
the difference their work makes to 
communities in our region.

Tony Ricciardi, Chair and 
Sheila Charlesworth, CEO
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Welcome from our 
CEO and Chair

Murgon Grazing Clinic 
a Success

Mary River Recovery 
- Watson’s property
Elke and Peter Watson are dairy farmers near Conondale, 
in the upper Mary Catchment. They have been dairy 
farming for many years and are passionate about their 
local environment, undertaking their own self-funded 
revegetation works on their property. 

They were the first involved landholders in the Mary 
River Recovery project, targeting major streambank 
remediation sites on the Mary River. This site involved 
earthworks to batter the site, installation of pile fields 
(timber log structures) and riparian revegetation. Local 
landcare group Barung Landcare were engaged to 
undertake the revegetation and ongoing maintenance at 
the site.  

The Mary Water Quality Regional Program is being 
delivered by a consortium led by the Burnett Mary 
Regional Group, and includes the Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee, and Alluvium Consulting 
Australia. This program is undertaking large scale 
restoration and revegetation works of eroding riparian 
areas. The Program aims to reduce 26,000 tonnes of fine 
sediment to the Great Barrier Reef per year.

A great three days was had by all at the Murgon Grazing  
Clinic with 45 graziers participating in the workshop 
sharing experiences and learning thanks to Resource 
Consulting Services (RCS). This workshop was supported 
by BMRG through funding from the National Landcare 
Program and is just one of several Grazing Clinics 
supported by BMRG in the region over the last few years.  
All have proved to be very popular. 

The RCS Grazing Clinic is a three day power-packed 
workshop for graziers combining hands-on practical 
activities including developing skills as a grass  
managers, using grazing charts, assessing feed in the 
paddock and working out how long it will last, building 
soil health and optimising pasture growth. Information 
on cheap fencing, tips on property layout, water design, 
moving stock and boosting animal health were just some 
of the other topics covered.

BMRG is excited to support future RCS Grazing 
Clinics and suggests those interested to watch 

out for announcements on the BMRG Facebook 
page or in the BMRG weekly eBulletin.DID YOU KNOW?

The BMRG region 
covers approximately 

56,000km2 of land 
and 11,000km2  

of sea.



BMRG Junior Advisory Group  Testing Today’s Technology

Carbon + Biodiversity 
pilot program 

In January BMRG announced the formation of the Junior 
Advisory Group (JAG). JAG is a free membership group 
open to 13 to 17 year old’s interested in agriculture or 
the environment. Members will have the opportunity 
to contribute to the development, implementation and 
promotion of Natural Resource Management initiatives - 
plus have a lot of fun along the way with different events 
and activities! The group is chaired by five passionate 
young women from the region.

Chair of the Junior Board Tori Bowden says, “I am so 
excited to see the Junior Advisory Group come to life!  
I have been working with BMRG staff to help shape  
this initiative and it is great to meet other youth who  
are just as passionate as I am about making a 
difference in our region.”
 
CEO of Burnett Mary Regional Group, Shelia 
Charlesworth says, “This group is extremely important 
in communicating our message across the Burnett 
Mary region, to improve sustainable practices and 
healthy ecosystems, and building the capacity of 
the youth in the region to assist farmers, 
industry groups and community groups to 
enhance our beautiful region.”

BMRG have been selected by the Australian 
Government to run the environmental planting regional 
pilot for the Carbon + Biodiversity Program (the Pilot) 
for the state of QLD. The Pilot is trialling arrangements 
to reward farmers for improving on-farm biodiversity 
together with carbon abatement outcomes under the 
Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) on properties that 
are predominantly used for agriculture in the Burnett 
Mary region.  

Under the pilot, farmers who plant native trees, in 
line with a biodiversity protocol developed by the 
Australia National University, will receive payments 
for biodiversity outcomes. These payments will be in 
addition to earnings a landholder might receive for their 
carbon abatement under the ERF. These plantings can 
also benefit farmers by providing shelter for livestock, 
improving soil moisture and reducing erosion.
The Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot is part of the wider $34 
million commitment of the Australian Government to 
support biodiversity stewardship on farms. For more 
information on the program, and to find out more about 
your eligibility in participating or register your interest 
in participating in the Pilot, please contact BMRG. 

The role of RALFs
BMRG’s Regional Agriculture 
Landcare Facilitators (RALFs) are 
funded through the Regional Land 
Partnerships (RLP) program as part 
of the National Landcare Program 
to promote sustainable agricultural 
practices in the Burnett Mary 
region. The RALFs are responsible 
for delivering a range of services 
to support farmers, agriculture 
industries, and community groups 
in adopting innovative sustainable 
agricultural practices.

They also facilitate partnerships 
to address common agricultural 
issues by:
• engaging with groups about 

emerging ideas, climate change 
activities, on-farm biosecurity 
and chemicals management, 
innovative practices, and relevant 
new government policy to help 
improve the sustainability, 
productivity, and profitability of 
agriculture.

• assisting farmers, community 
groups, and agricultural industries 
in developing new projects and 
seeking new funding opportunities.

• participating in national and state-
wide ‘Communities of Practice’ 
to better understand complex 
issues, improve networks and 
help develop national priorities.

A RALF works closely with 
Landcare, catchment and producer 
groups, and the various agricultural 
industries to deliver these 
services. They are particularly 
keen to identify opportunities for 
support and funding available 
through BMRG programs or other 
organisations, link groups with 
information or services, and 
assist with funding submissions. 
For example, in February 2020, 
the RALF hosted two grant 
writing workshops in Gympie and 
Mundubberra. Participants’ key 
learnings included finding out how 
to be ‘grant ready’ within their group 
or committee and skills to write an 
appealing application that stands 
out to funders. Our RALF would 
love to hear from any Landcare or 
community groups who wish to 
access their services.

Testing Today’s Technology was a 
project hosted by Sugar Research 
Australia (SRA) and funded by the 
Queensland Government Water 
Quality Program via Burnett Mary 
Regional Group. 

The project centred on the use 
of electromagnetic and elevation 
surveys to assist sugarcane growers 
within the Bundaberg, Isis, and 
Maryborough regions identify the 
reason behind poorly growing cane 
and, with actions based on the 
information, increase productivity, 
profitability, and sustainability with 
an outcome of improved water 
quality. 

In September 2019, demonstrations 
were hosted on three different farms 
with two different providers, Trimble 
and Vanderfield, to understand how 
the technology worked and what 
each system could do. 

Each system utilised 
electromagnetic (EM) mapping 
to identify block variability. When 
using most EM technology, a source 
of current is passed over the soil 
surface to pickup trends in moisture, 
clay, salinity, organic matter, and 
iron content. Following this process, 
ground-truthing is utilised to explain 
the differences between apparent 

electrical conductivity (ECa) zones 
and deliver paddock-specific 
maps on relevant data such as 
salinity, compaction, pH, and even 
recommendations on variable rate 
gypsum applications. 

All growers involved in the process 
were impressed with the technology. 
“If I had done a soil test and 
collected one sample over the 
paddock, it may have come back 
and said to apply a certain amount 
of gypsum and you would have just 
applied that over the whole paddock. 
It means that if I’m spending the 
money, I can put more on where it 
needs it and none where I don’t need 
it,” said one grower.

The project concluded in May 
2020 following a well-attended bus 
trip, with the release of three case 
studies written by Hannah Russell, 
found on the SRA website.

DID YOU KNOW?
Our region provides 

habitat for more than 
half of Australia’s 

bird species.



Turtle Talk at Elliot 
Heads State School

Supporting Future 
Community Leaders

Four Accounting for Nature workshops held

BMRG staff held an educational talk for prep to Year 6 
students at Elliott Heads State School on 6 May 2021. The 
presentation aimed to raise awareness about marine turtle 
protection and monitoring projects at Discovery, Woongara 
and Fraser Coast. 

The students were keen to learn about turtle species 
nesting at the region, what challenges they have been 
facing when coming offshore to lay their eggs and how 
volunteers protect the reptile species’ nests and hatchlings. 
Use of drones during fox predation work and marine debris 
pollution were also a component of the presentation. 

The students showed a keen interest in learning and 
asked very interesting questions. The presentation was 
supported by the Queensland Government Funded Nest 
to Ocean Program and Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program – Conserving the Outstanding Universal 
Values of World Heritage Properties: Protecting Saltmarsh 
and Marine Turtle Monitoring. 

BMRG has once again supported two local land managers  
to participate in the Red Earth Community Leadership 
Program. Held at the beautiful Bunya Mountains, as  
a two day residential program in both February and  
March the leadership program brings together a diverse 
range of over 20 participants from the local area keen  
to make a difference in whatever field they work in and 
volunteer in. 

The Red Earth Community Foundation has run the leadership 
course every year since 2014 with financial support from 
many local organisations and considerable volunteer time 
often from past course participants contributing to the 
ongoing success the course is.

This year BMRG supported two young graziers Madeline 
Rockemer, from Booubyjan and Nathaniel Zerner, from 
Moondooner near Murgon, to attend the workshop. With 
both agreeing the four days was full of learnings and 
worthwhile.

Between October 2020 and June 
2021 BMRG hosted four Accounting 
for Nature (AFN) training 
workshops, the first of their kind for 
the Burnett Mary Region. Presented 
by Adrian Ward, CEO of Accounting 
for Nature and Peter Cosier, Chair of 
Accounting for Nature, the events 
were tailored to help attendees 
understand and build the skills to 
implement the AFN Framework. 
The Framework endeavours to 
measure and gain independent 
verification and certification for 

environmental co-benefits and 
improvements in natural capital 
(e.g. native vegetation, soil health, 
fauna and water quality). The 
Framework has been developed so 
that it complements other standard 
and certification systems, such as 
those for developing carbon offset 
projects, building and assessing 
impact investment opportunities. 
Accounting for Nature is a 
transparent, affordable, verifiable 
and certifiable environmental 
accounting framework to inform 

better investment, policy and 
management decisions in 
natural capital. These include 
carbon co-benefits, green bonds, 
environmental offsets and impact 
investments. BMRG staff have 
been working towards completing 
the AFN Accredited Expert Course, 
this means that staff will be able 
to audit Environmental Accounts 
to ensure that they are accurate. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about Accounting For Nature, check 
out their website or contact BMRG.

Paddock to Reef program 
in the Burnett Mary in 2021
The Paddock to Reef Integrated 
Monitoring, Modelling and Reporting 
Program (Paddock to Reef program) 
is jointly funded by the Australian and 
Queensland governments to evaluate 
and report progress towards the Reef 
2050 Water Quality Improvement Plan 
targets through the Reef water quality 
report cards.

The Burnett Mary is the southern-
most region in the Great Barrier Reef 
catchment area. It is comprised of five 
major catchments: the Baffle, Kolan, 
Burnett, Burrum and Mary catchments. 
The region has a diverse landscape 
with a wide variety of agricultural 
activities and industries operating, 
including grazing, sugarcane, 
broadacre grains and horticulture.  

Highlights: 
• Members of Gidarjil Development 

Corporation undertook inshore coral 
monitoring at 16 different sites as 

well as water quality sampling to 
feed data back into the Paddock to 
Reef program. 

• Over 105 participants attended the 
2021 Regional Integrated Science 
Forum, ‘Showcasing Industry’ in 
Maryborough on the 11th of  
February 2021. 
 - The Regional Integrated Science 

Forum provided attendees with 
the opportunity to hear the latest 
science, research and information 
including an overview of the Paddock 
to Reef program, regional water 
quality monitoring, paddock and 
catchment scale modelling, urban 
impacts framework and information 
on agricultural industry management 

practice adoption. Presenters from 
the Queensland Government were 
joined by a range of landholders 
and extension officers including 
government agencies, NRM 
organisations, extension specialists, 
traditional owner groups, industry 
and agriculturalists who shared the 
great work being done to improve 
water quality outcomes in the region.

 
• 45 nutrient and pesticide surveys 

were completed in five different sub-
catchments. 

• Released a 12-page booklet on the 
Paddock to Reef program. 
 - The booklet aims to highlight the 

work undertaken by BMRG and 
other partners to report on and 
quantify the hard work undertaken 
by landholders to improve the 
water quality as it leaves their 
properties and reaches the Great 
Barrier Reef.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Our region supports 
Queensland’s largest 
regional population 

(approx 300,000 
people).



GRASS project success
The Grazing Resilience and 
Sustainable Solutions program is 
funded through the Queensland 
Government’s Reef Water Quality 
Program. It focuses on working with 
landholders to improve areas of land 
that are in poor or degraded condition, 
through tailor made Action Plans 
for Land Management and some on 
ground incentive funding.  

A GRASS landholder has recently 
finished taking action against a 
gully that was actively eroding on 
his property. With help from the 

GRASS program and some expert soil 
conservation advice, the landholder 
was able to rehabilitate the actively 
eroding gully into a dam and rock 
chute. The gully had 2 heads with the 
top being treated by creating a rock 
chute. This involved battering the 
walls of the gully head and lining the 
walls with rocks. 

This helps to reduce the energy in the 
flowing water and reduce its erosion 
potential. Further down the gully at 
the secondary head, a small dam 
was constructed. This was designed 

to inundate the second head of the 
gully therefore reducing its erosion 
potential. 

The by-wash diverted the water  
away into a more suitable, heavily 
grassed area of the landscape with  
a level sill to finish which allowed  
the water to steadily flow away from 
the erosion site. 

The GRASS program is delivered 
by BMRG and the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries in the 
Burnett Mary region.

Traditional Owner Fire Workshop on Thornhill
BMRG’s Bunya Mountain’s Murri 
Rangers attended a week-long 
Traditional Owner fire workshop 
with Butchulla Aboriginal 
Corporation and hosted by Gidarjil 
Development Corporation. The 
workshop was held at Thornhill 

Station and led by Leeton Lee from 
Firesticks Alliance. The workshop 
was informative and enjoyable for 
all with attendees collaborating 
and sharing knowledge about 
First Nations fire management 
practices.

BMRG has been working with the 
Fitzroy Basin Association (FBA) 
to produce a series of videos all 
about managing gully erosion on 
your property. The five videos cover 
topics ranging from factors that 
influence gully erosion to property 
planning and gully erosion control 
methods. 

The series was designed to deliver 
practical, best management 
solutions to forming and 
established erosion sites, with 
prevention being the best method. 
By collaborating with FBA we 
were able to produce a higher 
quality series with animations 
that illustrate some of the more 
complex concepts in an easy to 
understand format. 

The video series has been BMRG’s 
most watched to date, with great 
feedback about the high-quality 

information. If you’re located in the 
Burnett Mary region and would like 
to learn how to heal the gullies on 
your property, contact us or visit 
our website and download the Gully 
Erosion manual. 

This joint project was supported 
through funding from the 

Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program and Queensland 
Government’s Reef Water Quality 
Program. Support was also 
provided by Enhanced Extension 
Coordination in GBR project and 
Regional Extension Coordinators. 
Head over to BMRG’s YouTube 
page to watch the series!

Gully erosion video series

Upcoming Events

BMRG Regional Community Prioritisation Workshop

Location  Noosa Landcare - 65 Pavillion Street, Pomona
Date  15 June 2021
Time  10:00am - 2:00pm
Cost  Free
Website Register here

BMRG Regional Community Prioritisation Workshop

Location  Gin Gin RSL Hall - 37 Milden Street
Date  16 June 2021
Time  11:00am - 3:00pm
Cost  Free
Website Register here

From the ground up field walk - Mundubbera

Location  Mundubbera - 289 Petersons Road,  
Twin Rivers

Date  24 June 2021
Time  9:00am - 12:30pm
Cost  Free
Website Register here

1770 Cultural Connections Immersion Festival

Location  SES Grounds - Captain Cook Drive, 
 Seventeen Seventy
Date  02 October - 03 October 2021
Time  9:00am - 4:00pm (both days)
Cost  Free
Website Register here

See our upcoming events at bmrg.org.au/events

BEFORE

AFTER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBzcpbHSsAE&t=1s&ab_channel=bmrg4nrm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBzcpbHSsAE&t=1s&ab_channel=bmrg4nrm
https://bmrg.org.au/event/bmrg-regional-prioritisation-workshop-noosa/
https://bmrg.org.au/event/bmrg-regional-prioritisation-workshop-gin-gin/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/from-the-ground-up-field-walk-tickets-158340515745
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1770-cultural-connections-immersion-festival-tickets-145800805133
https://bmrg.org.au/events/category/event/


Sign up to the BMRG bulletin

https://bmrg.org.au/

