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The Burnett Mary Region covers 
approximately 56,000km2 of land and 
11,000km2 of sea and is internationally 
renowned for its ecological diversity, 
extensive primary production and ricj 
cultural heritage. The Burnett Mary 
region provides habitat for more than 
half of Australia’s bird species, and more 
than 7,500 of its flora and fauna species 
are rare, threatened, or endangered. 
Abutting the Southern boundary of the 
Great Barrier Reef, the region’s marine 
environment has more marine fish 
diversity than the reef itself. 

Throughout the development of the 
Burnett Mary Community Action Plan 
(BMCAP), the Burnett Mary community 
have identified many assets and threats 
in the Region with impacts on the Great 
Barrier Reef. The CAP process identified 
seven priority strategies to address 
threats and provide benefits to the 
marine and coastal environment.
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PURPOSE 
Inconsiderate 4WD driving can have immense damage to vegetated dunes 
and turtle nests. This action aims to raise awareness of the impacts 
of such driving, and how to reduce effects while still maintaining the 
opportunity to travel along to beaches. Marine turtles are protected under 
the Nature Conservation Act 1992.

KEY ACTIONS 
Identify priority beaches, Develop code of conduct with 4WD clubs, Review 
alternatives to brochures such as training videos, Work with 4WD clubs to 
disseminate key messages, Ongoing monitoring of turtle nesting beaches. 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Reduced disturbance, Turtle habitat protected, Increased  
hatchling success.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000

WORK WITH 4WD CLUBS TO EDUCATE ABOUT 
REDUCING IMPACT OF 4WDS ON MARINE TURTLES
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04BEACH MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES TO REDUCE 
THREAT TO MARINE TURTLES

PURPOSE 
The aim of this strategy is to develop a set of beach management 
guidelines for the general public, industry, and other business to follow. 
These guidelines will provide management strategies to increase 
protection, conservation, and rehabilitation for coastal zones including 
fragile dune ecosystems and potential marine turtle nesting sites.

KEY ACTIONS 
Threats to future nesting habitats of marine turtles and suitability for 
nesting identified, Beach Management Guidelines developed, Shoreline 

Erosion Management Plans and Actions implemented, Marketing campaign 
before and during nesting and hatching, Run workshops at schools to 
increase guideline awareness. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Reduced shoreline erosion, Turtle habitat protected, Increased  
hatchling success.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES AND RAISE 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR THE PLANET
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PURPOSE 
Greenhouse gas outputs are continuously rising, with main contributors 
being electricity and heat production, agriculture and land-use changes, 
industry, and transportation. This leads to an increase in global warming, 
threatening sea temperatures, natural habitats and ecosystems, and 
resulting in more frequent or intense extreme weather events. Slowing the 
progression of Earth’s warming can be contributed to by everyday actions 
by everyday communities. This strategy targets the youth and community 
to promote more environmentally friendly actions that can be taken to 
contribute to a healthier future. 

KEY ACTIONS 
Create opportunities for more youth-lead and community programs, 
Implement worm farms and/or compost bins at schools, Promote reduce, 
reuse, repurpose, recycle, Promote cycling for the planet, Host a raw food 
day to reduce the use of energy. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions, Keep sea temperature increase under 
1.5° (preferably 1.2°).

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



INCREASE EDUCATION AND AWARENESS 
TO PROTECT FISH HABITAT
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PURPOSE 
Fish are important to the marine ecosystem as they are major contributors 
of nutrients through excretion, linking areas of marine habitats, and 
providing a food source for other species that also play a key role in the 
ecosystem. This strategy aims to increase awareness of the important of 
fish and fish habitat through hosting workshops and community fishing 
days and therefore resulting in less illegal catch and less marine debris. 

KEY ACTIONS 
Free workshops created to target priority areas, Workshops/field trips 
through schools e.g., Marvelous Mangroves, Video campaign with youth, 
Community fishing days

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Reduced anchor damage, Reduced illegal fish catch, Reduction in  
marine debris

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



INCREASE LOW GLOW CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE 
THREAT TO MARINE TURTLES

Important locations identified

Large light polluters (Councils, 
large industries, ports) 
supported to transition

Drone monitoring
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PURPOSE 
Artificial lights emanating from individual houses, businesses, industries, 
and even car headlights impact marine turtles as they nest and hatch at 
night and use the natural light to guide their way from and to the ocean. 
This strategy aims to raise awareness of the impacts of light pollution and 
to encourage more people to turn off lights at night. 

KEY ACTIONS 
Community workshops to increase light pollution awareness, Education 
packages for residents and businesses, Low light street competition, Build 

on Reef Guardian Schools; children encouraging parents to turn off  
lights – “one light at night”, Drone monitoring of important locations  
and large light polluters.
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Appropriate lighting in domestic, businesses, industrial locations adjacent 
to beaches, Turtle habitat protected, Increased hatchling success.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



TURTLE WORKING GROUP - INCLUDING 
YOUTH AND TO REPRESENTATIVES
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PURPOSE 
Marine turtles face challenges both in the sea and on land. During the 
incubation period, marine turtle eggs are in danger of being eaten or 
destroyed by goannas and/or foxes. This strategy proposes creating a 
Turtle Working Group to improve turtle hatching success through fox 
control and a reduction of goanna disturbance. Working with youth and 
Traditional Owners, a great database of knowledge can be shared to 
improve the success of marine turtles.  

KEY ACTIONS 
Research into goanna disturbance, Research of more effective fox control, 
Organising fox trapping at key times, Repeating program for fox sightings, 

Network/coordinate groups in the field, Youth involvement in Reef  
Guardian schools.
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Reduced pollution, Reduced disturbance, Turtle habitat protected, 
Increased hatching success.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



WALLUM HEALTH RESTORATION 09

PURPOSE 
The Wallum ecosystem is characterised by a flora-rich shrubland and 
healthland in south-eastern Queensland which supports a variety of bird, 
mammal, reptile, and insect species. It is also home to the Banksia aemula, 
known as the wallum banksia in the Traditional Owner Kabi language. 
This strategy aims to preserve and improve the health of this fragile and 
important ecosystem with on-going management.  

KEY ACTIONS 
Identify key sites, Promote pilot site, Develop a scope of works, Fire 
management, Revegetation, Ongoing management.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Increased vegetation, Protection of habitat, Improved Wallum health.

POTENTIAL DELIVERY ORGANISATIONS 
Tom’s Creek, 1770 project – Jane Gray

INDICATIVE BUDGET 
$5,000 - $20,000



The Burnett Mary Community Action 
Plan project is funded by the partnership 
between the Australian Government’s 
Reef Trust and the Great Barrier Reef 
Foundation, with additional funding from 
the Burnett Mary Regional Group.

The development of the BMCAP and 
associated Investment Prospectus is a 
whole of community effort. BMRG would 
like to thank all of those who attended 
the workshops and provided feedback 
to us via surveys or through discussion 
outside of the formal workshops. 
Additional inputs and guidance from 

GBRF Community Partnerships team 
– particularly Laura Dunstan and Jenn 
Loder, together with their consultants 
Pip Walsh and Stuart Cowell were greatly 
appreciated.

BMRG would like to acknowledge the 
Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we live and work and pay our respects to 
their Ancestors and their descendants, 
who continue cultural and spiritual 
connections to Country. We also respect 
the history and culture of the Traditional 
Owners and their ongoing connection to 
land and sharing of knowledge.

It is noted that in some cases the local 
community can increase awareness 
and encourage people to do the right 
thing, but it needs formal enforcement 
and compliance to ensure change – 

this is a limiting factor of the Burnett 
Mary Community Action Plan and all 
roadmaps are intended to be viewed in 
light of this.

LIMITATIONS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Great Barrier Reef
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The Burnett Mary Community Action Plan project is funded by the Australian Government’s Reef Trust, 
the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, and the Burnett Mary Regional Group.


